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This document was brought to Frederick by a group of 596 
refugees  from the collapse of Oklahoma City brought about by 
the Change. They arrived on May 2, 1998, after a 15 day journey, 
mostly on back- roads. (Frederick is located 135 miles southwest 
of Oklahoma City.) There were 4 reasons they were admitted by 
the Emergency Committee:  (1) Several members of the group were 
originally from Frederick and they still had kin in the town, 
(2) they brought a large amount of  useful plants, seeds, 
cuttings, and grafting woods, (3) some members  of the group had 
critical skills (doctors, civil and mechanical  engineers, 
architects, soap-makers, crafters, weavers, and a  bowyer), and 
(4) the group brought a large number of books with  critical 
knowledge.

The "Okie Mutlies" (pronounced "Moochlies"), as they came to be  
known, contributed important ideas to the community that may 
have  made the difference between survival and death. The most 
important  of these was  the recruitment of soldiers with 
families from Ft.  Sill with offers of land and food as the 
nucleus of the town's  defense, and the plans for the area 
system of barrier defenses  prepared by civil engineers and 
architects.

The attached document was printed with a gelatin hectograph 
prepared by the  Oklahoma City Mutual Aid organization, an 
emergency committee that  came together in response to the 
crisis brought on by the Change.   There were a total of five 
flyers in the series.  Four were posted on the doors of schools, 
churches, and libraries in the Oklahoma  City area.  The fifth 
was prepared after it became evident that their emergency 
response was failing and the situation in Oklahoma  City was 
becoming untenable due to fires and violence. That flyer calls 
for the evacuation, identifies rendezvous stations, and has a  
packing list. It circulated among the key activists in the 
Mutual  Aid organization.

Six evacuation parties, numbering 500-600 people each, left 
Oklahoma  City during the first part of May.   The parties went 
in different  directions and traveled on back-roads.

For more information, see "Collapse and Exodus", published by 
the  Great Plains University Press, which contains the oral 



histories of  many members of the OKC Mutual Aid group that were 
taken by  stenographic dictation in 2008, and the "Collected 
Minutes of the  Frederick Emergency Committee, 1998 - 2002.
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